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Celebrating Saskatchewan
Business Excellence 

since 1984

2021 Awards
Ceremony

Presented by

Conexus Credit Union

To recognize those who Achieve 
Business Excellence, we 
present the highest award for 
Saskatchewan business - 
The ABEX Award.

While profits are the primary 
goal of the private sector, the 
ABEX Awards also recognize 
Saskatchewan enterprises for 
commitment to its employees and 
communities as well as the long-
term growth they have achieved.

To honour the efforts of these 
successful companies, large 
and small, the Saskatchewan 
Chamber of Commerce created 
the ABEX awards competition 
in 1984 as an annual tribute 
to Achievements in Business 
Excellence.
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Program
Masters of Ceremony 

Shawna Nelson and John Lagimodiere
~

O Canada
Falynn Baptiste

~
Saskatchewan Business Hall of Fame Induction

~
Roger Phillips Chamber Builder Award

~
Step 25th Anniversary Export Award at the 

ABEX Awards
~

ABEX Award for Innovation
~

ABEX Award for Service
~

ABEX Award for Community Involvement
~

ABEX Award for Priority Focus
~

ABEX Business Leader of the Year
~

ABEX Community Leader of the Year
~

ABEX Award for Young Entrepreneur
~

ABEX Award for Growth & Expansion
~

ABEX Award for Marketing
~

ABEX Award for New Venture
~

ABEX Business of the Year Presentation
~

Closing Remarks
~

__________________________________

Join us on social media:

@abexawards 
 #ABEX2021

__________________________________

Judging 
Process

ABEX nominees are required to submit 
a completed application form to the 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce. The 
Saskatchewan Chamber then forwards these 
application forms on to an independant 
auditing firm that scores each application 
using a scoring matrix. 

Once the application forms have been 
analyzed, a judging meeting is called. Here, 
a group of independant judges - business 
leaders, representatives from post-secondary 
education institutions, and past-Chairs of 
the Saskatchewan Chamber, go through 
the applications, debate the merits of each 
application, and vote by secret ballot. 
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Saskatchewan Polytechnic is 
the sponsor of the Innovation 
Award, and supports innovation 
in Saskatchewan by providing the 
opportunities to develop critical 
thinking skills.

CN is the sponsor of the Service 
Award and understands the 
importance of service excellence in 
enabling business growth and success.

The Saskatchewan Trade and 
Export Partnership is the sponsor 
of the Export Award. Saskatchewan 
Trade and Export Partnership 
(STEP) champions the province’s 
export industry and assists provincial 
businesses in realizing global 
marketing opportunities.  

Grant Thornton LLP is the sponsor 
of the Community Involvement 
Award, recognizing the important role 
businesses play in the well-being of 
communities.

Nutrien is the sponsor of the Priority 
Focus Award, awarded to a business 
that has shown excellence in mastering 
digital integration in their business.

University of Regina is the sponsor 
of the Business Leader of the Year 
Award and recognizes the importance 
of strong leaders in business success.

         
SaskEnergy is the sponsor of 
the Community Leader of 
the Year Award, recognizing 
the importance of those who 
make positive contributions to 
their communities.

Cameco Corporation is  
the sponsor of the Young 
Entrepreneur of the  
Year Award, recognizing the 
importance of  young people in 
today’s business community.

PFM Capital Inc. is the 
sponsor of the Growth and 
Expansion Award, and a 
strong supporter of celebrating 
business potential through 
strategic growth.

Xplornet Enterprise 
Solutions is the sponsor of the 
Marketing Award, and values 
the importance of marketing in 
today’s global marketplace.

The Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Trade & 
Export Development is the 
sponsor of the New Venture 
Award, and recognizes the 
importance of new business 
development.

David Aplin Group 
is the sponsor of the 
Saskatchewan Business 
of the Year Award, and is 
a strong supporter of great      
Saskatchewan businesses.

ABEX Award
Sponsors
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WorkSafe Saskatchewan & 
Workers’ Compensation Board 
Safety is top of mind at the ABEX 
Awards with this partnership. A 
safety plan is a part of each award’s 
nomination criteria.

CPA Saskatchewan is the ABEX 
Awards Hospitality sponsor.

Saskatchewan Blue Cross is the 
ABEX Awards Live Stream sponsor.  

Harvard Broadcasting is the 
ABEX Awards Media sponsor. 

EVRAZ Inc. NA provides the ABEX 
replica awards. The ABEX sculpture 
by Saskatchewan artist Doug 
Bentham was underwritten by Evraz 
Inc. NA.  

Patrons

Contributing Sponsors:
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Previous
Saskatchewan Business

Hall of Fame
Inductees

2020 Flaman Group of Companies
2019 O&T Farms Ltd.
2018 Meridian Surveys Inc.
2017 AREVA Resources Canada
2016 Prairie Mud Service
2015 Graham
2014 M. D. Ambulance Care Ltd.
2013 Anderson Pump House Ltd.
2012 PotashCorp
2011 Weyburn Inland Terminal Ltd.
2010  Miners Construction Co. Ltd. 
2009 Rawlco Radio
2008 Doepker Industries Ltd.
2007 Yanke Group of Companies
2006 PCL Construction Management Inc.
2005 Brandt Group of Companies
2004 PIC Investment Group Inc.
2003 Cameco Corporation
2002 IMC Canada
2001 Bourgault Industries Ltd.
2000 El-Rancho Food Services Ltd.
1999 Early’s Farm & Garden Centre Ltd.
1998 Kramer Ltd.
1997 Nelson Lumber Company Ltd.
1996 IPSCO Inc.
1995 The Concorde Group of Companies
1994 Morris Industries Inc.
1993 Intercontinental Packers Limited
1992 Athabaska Airways Ltd.
1991 Federated Co-operatives Limited
1990 Flexi-Coil Ltd.
1990 McCallum Hill Limited
1990 Saskatchewan Wheat Pool

Saskatchewan Business

Hall of Fame
presented by 

Conexus Credit Union
The Saskatchewan Business Hall of Fame was established in 
1990 to recognize businesses that have demonstrated excellence 
over an extended period of time, contributing to the economic 

well-being of the people and the province.

The 2021 inductee to the 
Saskatchewan Business Hall of Fame is:

Novlan Bros 

In October 1929, the Wall Street stock market crashed – 
triggering the Great Depression. Just months before, Frank 
Novlan, Sr. transformed a single building in Paradise Hill, 
Saskatchewan, into a home and five businesses: a theater, 
barbershop, Massey Harris dealership British American Oil 
service station and bulk franchise. Joined by his three sons, he 
operated the business as Frank Novlan and Sons.

The Depression years were difficult ones and required creative 
ways to make equipment affordable. In 1935, Frank Novlan 
sold 75 binders (a machine for cutting grain and binding it into 
bundles) for $200 each with no money down and promise for 
each customer to pay for the machinery from the first grain 
delivery to the elevator. He didn’t lose a cent: every binder was 
paid for.

Frank, Sr. retired in 1949 and his son purchased his shares. 
Farmers were changing from horses to tractors and adopting 
new technological practices, like the New Holland automatic 
self-tie baler that changed forever the way haymaking was 
done. An agricultural revolution was underway. Through the 
succeeding decades, five generations of the Novlan family have 
been ushering in growth and change. 

Today, Frank, Sr.’s family continues to operate the family-owned 
business with locations in Paradise Hill, Lloydminster and North 
Battleford. They’re located in an area where cattle and cash crops 
dominate the agricultural landscape.

Since its inception in 1929, Novlan Bros has proudly grown 
to serve as an important part of our community. The 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce is pleased to welcome 
Novlan Bros to the Saskatchewan Business Hall of Fame.
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Saskatchewan Chamber 
of Commerce 

Roger Phillips
Chamber Builder Award

The Roger Phillips Chamber Builder Award is presented 
to a person with a long-standing history of committing 
time, intelligence and leadership to the chamber network in 

Saskatchewan. 

This award was created in honour of past Saskatchewan 
Chamber Board member and ABEX founder Roger Phillips, 
and its recipient is chosen by the current Saskatchewan 
Chamber Chair with input from Directors and other 

members of the chamber network.

Rob Clark

Born and raised in Moose Jaw, Rob Clark has been the 
CEO of the Moose Jaw & District Chamber of Commerce 
since 2015. He has proudly been involved with the Moose 
Jaw Chamber of Commerce board for 10 years, having 
served as the President of the Board in 2014 and as a 
board member. 

After devoting the majority of his career to media sales, 
Rob moved on become the Director of Operations for the 
Moose Jaw Times Herald in 2001 – where he developed 
strong community relationships and partnerships. 

He is presently a board director with Tourism Moose 
Jaw, South Central Community Futures, Downtown 
Moose Jaw Business Association, Prairie Sky Integration 
Network, and Moose Jaw’s Economic Recovery Task 
Team. 

When the pandemic forced businesses to close, Rob and 
the Moose Jaw Chamber were leaders in supporting 
local businesses by encouraging a “shop local” mindset in 
Moose Jaw through a number of initiatives such as “Ding 
Dong Ditch Day,” “The Big Give,” and the “Live. Love. 
Local.” campaigns. 

From setting up a Moose Jaw small business online 
marketplace and creating various online campaigns 
that encouraged support for local businesses, to being a 
leader in local economy messaging, Rob has helped the 
Moose Jaw business community remain diverse and well 
supported.
 
Rob has been an active member in the sports community 
for over 25 years. He has a wife, Glennis, two daughters 
and two great grandchildren. 

For his commendable leadership and commitment to the 
Saskatchewan chamber network, Rob Clark is this year’s 
ABEX Roger Phillips Chamber Builder Award recipient.
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STEP 25th 
Anniversary Export 
Award at the ABEX 
Awards
Sponsored by 
Saskatchewan Trade & 
Export Partnership
The ABEX Awards are pleased to partner with the Saskatchewan 
Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) to celebrate STEP’s 25th 
anniversary with the unique STEP 25th Anniversary Export 
Award at the 2021 ABEX Awards. 

This award goes to a business that demonstrates exceptional 
performance in exporting Saskatchewan goods or services 
nationally or internationally. Judging takes into account the 
relative size of the business, any increase in export sales, and 
entry into new markets.

XPT Grain Inc. 

XPT Grain Inc. is a Regina-based specialty crop exporter of 
Candian pulses and grains. Specializing in the Asian markets, 
XPT Grain Inc. purchases local grains directly from producers 
and coordinates domestic and international logistics.

XPT Grain Inc. focuses on export growth and product 
diversification, and embraces cultural diversity. Its cultural 
diversity is reflected in the team dynamics and business 
practices.

The diversification and multilingual capabilities of the XPT 
team reduces cultural and language barriers in multiple
international markets. As a certified organic and Halal exporter 
of grain, XPT has expanded its opportunities and exports grains 
to more specialty markets. With a focus on customer satisfaction 
and high-quality products, XPT’s exports have increased by 46% 
in the past year.

XPT Grain Inc. has successfully utilized access to multiple 
foreign exporter conferences through STEP. By attending 
exporter conference in London, Paris, Nuremburg, as well as 
conferences across the United States, XPT has created 
opportunities for expansion in these markets and diversified its 
offerings in procurement, agronomy, logistics, and sales.
 

Innovation Award
Sponsored by 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic
The Innovation Award goes to a Saskatchewan business that 
demonstrates excellence in the utilization of an innovative 
product, technology or system which has tangibly contributed 
to improved sales and/or productivity. Judging takes into 
account the originality of the innovation and its impact.

Brew Ninja
Regina
Brew Ninja is a software company in Regina that prides 
itself on being the first to market for a brewery management 
software in Canada – one that focuses on serving and elevating 
the Canadian and international market. This innovative 
software streamlines and simplifies day to day operations for 
breweries and cideries by helping users track everything from 
the grains they purchase, inventory, accounting, sales, and 
reporting to compliance. Brew Ninja aims to help breweries 
innovate in their business and give them the freedom to focus 
on creativity.  

Facebook: @brewninjaapp

FarmSimple Solutions Ltd. 
Vibank
FarmSimple Solutions Ltd., based in Vibank, is an agriculture 
technology company that helps farmers and producers save 
money and reduce costs with network connected electronics. 
FarmSimple’s technology monitors water and temperature 
levels, a critical aspect of successful livestock operations. By 
striving continuously to develop new technologies and continue 
the expansion of its product offering, FarmSimple is helping 
farmers manage and simplify their daily operations on the farm 
and supports farmers in creating efficiencies in their ever-
growing farming operations.  

Facebook: @FarmSimple

Greenwave Innovations Inc.
Regina
Greenwave Innovations is a Regina-based technology company 
that reduces energy usage in buildings across Canada. 
Greenwave’s innovative technology accurately identifies 
energy efficiency opportunities, allowing companies to reduce 
both operating expenses and the carbon footprint within 
their facilities. While reducing consumption, Greenwave’s 
permanently installed sub-monitoring solutions also integrate 
predictive maintenance strategies, monitor the readiness of 
safety and emergency systems, and reduce the risk of loss 
and insurance claims. Greenwave Innovations is proud to 
provide solutions that allow companies to act more responsibly 
and provide a positive environmental impact within their 
communities.

Instagram: @greenwave_innovations
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Service Award
Sponsored by 

CN
The Service Award is awarded to a business demonstrating 
exceptional performance in providing quality customer 
service. Judging considers the relative size and particular 
conditions of the business, as well as the growth potential, 
stability, investment strategy, and quality of customer service 
initiatives.

Clarity Coaching & Development
Regina
Based in Regina, Clarity Coaching & Development provides 
expertise in the areas of networking etiquette, Myers-Briggs® 
personality profiling, virtual presentation skills and stress 
management. Clarity Coaching offers customized workshops 
online or in person every day of the week and any time of 
the day. By listening to the needs of clients and customizing 
each presentation, webinar, workshop and coaching session, 
consistently asking for feedback, and the use of a client 
relationship management program, Clarity Coaching & 
Development ensures the same level of service every single 
time. 

Facebook: @ClarityCoachingandDevelopment

Concept3 Business Interiors Ltd.
Saskatoon
Concept3 Business Interiors Ltd. (C3BI) was founded in 2016 
with its head office located in Saskatoon and an additional 
full-service showroom and warehouse in Regina. It provides 
commercial furniture sales and service to customers ranging 
from small start-ups to large corporations with a wide range 
of projects from a few workstations to entire office towers 
and everything in between. C3BI has grown to become 
the preeminent, full-service interiors specialists providing 
office, educational and healthcare furniture throughout the 
Saskatchewan marketplace. C3BI takes a proactive approach to 
customer service and collaborates with its customers to provide 
custom programs and services.

Instagram:@c3bisask

TEAM IRON elles Personal Training
Martensville
TEAM IRON elles Personal Training offers expert fitness 
and nutrition services with a focus on overall wellbeing, 
encompassing both physical and mental health. Its truly 
exceptional characteristic is its unwavering commitment to 
each client’s experience by anticipating unique needs and 
providing support to achieve and surpass individual goals 
by building trusting relationships and inclusion of clients in 
a robust team culture. TEAM IRON elles Personal Training 
was born of a desire to provide one-on-one personal training 
services with a superior level of customer service and 
attentiveness to mental and physical wellness. 

Facebook: @iron.elles  
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Community
Involvement 
Award
Sponsored by

Grant Thornton LLP
The Achievement for Business Excellence Award for 
Community Involvement goes to a business demonstrating 
exceptional performance in its support of arts and culture, 
amateur sports, education, healthcare or voluntary groups.  
Judging takes into account the relative size of the business. 
Greater consideration is given for involvement that is not an 
extension of the firm’s main business activities.

Avana 
Regina
Avana is a proud women-led, family-owned real estate 
enterprise with nearly $400 million in assets under 
management. Avana is experiencing extraordinary business 
performance and growth and prioritizes supporting the 
Saskatchewan community through the Avana Foundation. 
The Avana Foundation has taken significant steps to make a 
positive impact on Regina’s housing crisis by partnering with 
YWCA Regina. Through this partnership and by setting up 
the Avana Empowerment Fund, Avana continues to support 
women and children escaping domestic violence with rent 
support and community resources. 
 
              Instagram: @avana.builds

Fitness 2J2 Ltd.
Saskatoon
Fitness 2J2 is a community-based, socially responsible health 
and wellness company based in Saskatoon. Fitness 2J2 has 
worked to create far-reaching, holistic fitness programming 
that serves communities as far north as Fond du Lac. Fitness 
2J2 also develops and mentors fitness leaders for sustainable 
programming and continues to expand its no-cost community 
programs to include a variety of sports and sport camps. 
With the help of its ten part-time employees, Fitness 2J2 has 
reached more than 30,000 people in over 26 communities and 
is dedicated to inspiring community health and wellness.
 
              Instagram: @fitness2j2

MNP
Saskatoon
MNP was established in 1958 and is a leading national 
accounting, tax and business consulting firm in Canada. 
MNP believes that being a successful business means 
a responsibility to give back to the community, so in 
2016, the MNP partnership in Saskatchewan established 
Community Funds in Saskatoon, Regina, Weyburn 
and Estevan to contribute to and raise funds for major 
charitable and community projects in Saskatchewan. 
Over the past five years, MNP Partners in Saskatchewan 
have made charitable donations totalling over $1 
million to 28 charitable and community initiatives in 
communities across the province.  

Facebook: @MNPLLP

Prairie Sky Recovery Centre
Saskatoon
Prairie Sky Recovery Centre is an addictions treatment 
facility in Wilkie that utilizes 12-step programs, 
cognitive behavioural therapy, mindfulness, group and 
individual therapy, and emotional health and wellness 
programs to treat its clients. Founded in 2008, the 
Prairie Sky Recovery Centre’s business and community 
enhancement activities have also helped create recovery 
communities within larger communities where others 
seeking help from their addiction can find a helping 
hand – whether it’s a meeting, community-based 
program, alumnus help or PSR Annual Recovery Days.   

Facebook: @prairieskyrecovery

Viterra
Regina
Viterra is a marketer and handler of grains, oilseeds, 
and pulses, partnering with growers in 60 countries, and 
is involved in several initiatives in the communities in 
which it operates. Viterra launched the “Viterra Farmers 
Feeding Families” program with the Regina Food 
Bank to harness Saskatchewan’s agriculture industry 
to provide food insecure families with nutritious 
and inclusive food choices. Through its substantial 
investment, Viterra will purchase and process pulses 
from Saskatchewan farmers to offer bagged pusles to 
200,000 food insecure clients and community partners. 

Twitter: @ViterraCanada
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Priority Focus
Award
Sponsored by 

Nutrien
The Achievement for Business Excellence Priority Focus Award 
is presented to a Saskatchewan business that demonstrates 
business excellence in an area that mirrors a select Saskatchewan 
Chamber of Commerce policy priority.

In 2021, that policy priority is digital integration. The COVID-19 
pandemic has forced more customers online. Businesses that 
have taken this opportunity to enhance their online presence are 
benefitting from the move to an even more digitized economy. 
This ABEX Award will celebrate these successes.

Blue Moose Media
Saskatoon
Founded in 2016, Blue Moose Media is a Saskatoon-based digital 
marketing training and consulting agency that empowers small 
businesses to create and enhance their own online presence. In 
response to the pandemic, Blue Moose transformed its entire 
Digital Marketing Certification course into a live virtual offering, 
serving businesses all over Saskatchewan, and ensuring businesses 
receive the expertise they need to build their own online presence 
during this time. The focused digital efforts of Blue Moose Media 
have benefitted its own business and the Saskatchewan business 
community amid a changing economy due to the pandemic. 

Facebook: @BlueMooseMedia

Triple A Directional Drilling
Yorkton
Triple A Directional Drilling is a Yorkton-based directional 
boring service provider specializing in communications, power, 
gas, water, and sewer. Triple A is committed to evolving its 
commitment to safety and has implemented the use of third-
party software that has made safety management programming 
paperless and available in real time. Triple A has also implemented 
new engineering controls, trained existing personnel to a higher 
industry standard, and with its digital strategy, has ensured real 
time communication with staff no matter where they are in the 
country, resulting in a strong online presence for Triple A. 

Facebook: @TripleADirectional

 
Vendasta
Saskatoon
Vendasta is an end-to-end commerce platform that markets, 
sells, bills, fulfills and delivers digital solutions to small and 
medium businesses. Vendasta serves 50,000+ channel partners, 
who in turn work with more than five million small and medium 
businesses worldwide. In the spring of 2020, Vendasta pivoted 
its development efforts quickly to create and package the Local 
Business Online Toolkit, which includes free eCommerce and 
online communications tools that help business get online. 
Vendasta’s platform and tools help businesses navigate permanent 
changes to the economy and transform digitally. 

Facebook: @Vendasta
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Business Leader
of the 

Year Award
Sponsored by

University of Regina
Business Leader of the Year is awarded to an individual who 
exemplifies the qualities of a business visionary. This person 
has shown outstanding success in business or industry through 
the development of a new process, product or service or for 

meaningful contributions to the local business community.

Murad Al-Katib

Murad Al-Katib is the President, CEO and a board member 
of AGT Food and Ingredients Inc. An international agri-food, 
strategic business and financial thinker, Murad founded AGT 
Foods in 2001, building a Canadian start-up into a global billion-
dollar value-added pulses, staple foods and ingredient company. 
 
Murad has a varied experience in board roles including 
appointments to the Industry Strategy Council of the Government 
of Canada in 2020, Board Member of the Century Initiative, 
Chair of the SME Advisory Board for Canada’s Trade Minister, 
Chair of the Government of Canada National Agri-Food Strategy 
Roundtable, Chair of the Executive Committee of the Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada and Board Chair of Economic Development 
Regina. Other board appointments include the Canadian Special 
Crops Association, Pulse Canada and Canada’s Protein Industries 
Canada Supercluster.  

Murad is a passionate advocate of Canadian agriculture speaking 
extensively on the opportunities and challenges facing the 
Canada’s agriculture sector. Murad is also passionate about 
entrepreneurs, championing compassionate entrepreneurism and 
working to expand female, youth and First Nations participation 
in business start-ups, advocating the role of entrepreneurs in 
driving social change and innovation in the new global economy.   

Murad’s awards include the 2020 Globe and Mail “Innovator 
CEO of the Year”, the 2021 Canadian Western Agribition “CWA 
Top 50 in Canadian Agriculture”, the 2017 Saskatchewan Order 
of Merit, a University of Regina Honorary Degree, the 2017 “Oslo 
Business for Peace” Honouree, 2017 EY “World Entrepreneur 
of the Year”, 2016 UN Association of Canada “Global Citizen 
Laureate”, PROFITGuide Magazine’s “30 Most Fabulous 
Entrepreneurs of the Past 30 Years” list, Globe & Mail “Canada’s 
Top 40 under 40” and the Western Producer “44 Innovators Who 
Shaped Prairie Agriculture”.

For his commendable leadership and for his contribution to the 
business community in Saskatchewan, Canada, and globally, 
Murad Al-Katib is this year’s ABEX Business Leader of the Year.

Community 
Leader of the 
Year Award

Sponsored by

SaskEnergy
The Community Leader of the Year Award honours 
and recognizes someone who has made a positive 
contribution to our community through volunteerism 
and philanthropy. This individual will have taken a 
lead role in developing solutions to social challenges in 

Saskatchewan. 

Pamela Klein

Pamela Klein is the President of the Phoenix Group, a 
leading advertising, communications and technology 
development firm. Pam received her B.A. from the 
University of Regina, M.Ed. from the University of Manitoba 
and professional director designation from the Johnson 
Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy. 

She’s worked internationally and across Canada for private, 
public and not-for-profit companies. She leads her team by 
example: striving for excellence, creating a rewarding work 
environment and giving back to the community. 

She has 30 plus years’ experience in business management, 
leadership and strategic development. Pam is passionate 
about supporting emerging leaders though mentorship and 
teaching.

Pam has served with many organizations. Currently serving 
as Chancellor of the University of Regina and member of 
the board of governors, and founding board member of 
the Saskatchewan Roughrider Foundation, Greenwave 
Innovations and Camp Circle O’ Friends. She previously 
served on the Paul J. Hill School of Business advisory board; 
the MacKenzie Art Gallery; Sask Film; Hospitals of Regina 
Foundation; North Central Family Centre Advisory and 
Heritage Regina. She founded the Power of Pink, an event to 
benefit breast health which raised $750,000 and has shared 
her expertise to many community organizations. 

Pam is inducted in the Junior Achievement Business 
Hall of Fame and recipient of the Canada 150 Medal for  
philanthropic contributions and recognized by the South 
Saskatchewan AFP as an outstanding philanthropist. She 
recently received the Saskatchewan Order of Merit. 

Pam is proud of her two adult children. Regina is home to 
Pam her husband Steve.

For her commendable leadership and contribution to her 
community, Pamela Klein is this year’s ABEX Community 
Leader of the Year.
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Young Entrepreneur 
of the Year Award
Sponsored by 
Cameco
The Achievement for Business Excellence award for Young 
Entrepreneur goes to an entrepreneur between the ages of 18-35, 
who has achieved success in the start-up and operation of a new or 
existing business. Eligible candidates must offer a product and/or 
service, have served at least ten customers, and
have long-term goals, as well as strategies to meet those goals.

Amy Bertram
Dancers Edge 
Warman
Amy Bertram purchased Dancers Edge in Warman in the 
summer of 2019. With years of dance training, office assisting 
and managing behind her, Amy moved into this new role with 
passion and integrity. As a full-time rural Registered Nurse, the 
idea of becoming a business owner was daunting, but taking 
over the business was both an aspiration and a dream for Amy. 
With incredible staff and mentors supporting her, the sky is 
the limit for Amy and Dancers Edge. Anyone who meets Amy 
or has experienced the success of Dancers Edge, knows that 
entrepreneurship is one of Amy’s greatest strengths. 
  

Instagram: @dancersedgesk

Cody Demerais
Limitless Gear Clothing
Prince Albert
Cody Demerais started Limitless Gear Clothing Corp in 2017 
selling t-shirts out of the back of a vehicle in Prince Albert. After 
three years of hard work, determination and dedication, Cody 
successfully evolved the business into a brick-and-mortar retail 
location and was incorporated in 2019. In his youth, Cody survived 
several challenges which have shaped him into a resilient business 
owner, leader, and role model with a passion for mental health 
advocacy. The business now offers a full line of quality apparel and 
products, an online motivation course, and motivational speaking 
services designed to help others follow their dreams, goals and 
ambitions. 

Facebook: @LimitlessGearClothing

Daniela Mintenko
Dandy’s Artisan Ice Cream and Luxe Artisan Chocolates
Regina
Daniela Mintenko opened Dandy’s Artisan Ice Cream in 2019 
at the age of 26 and has been providing world class ice cream 
and desserts to Regina residents ever since. In 2021, Daniela 
successfully launched a second business, Luxe Artisan Chocolates, 
and has grown both businesses exponentially through in-store 
sales, home pints, retail market partners, online ordering, food 
delivery partners, and a mobile event cart. Additionally, Daniela 
will soon be opening a second Dandy’s store location and a 
separate large scale ice cream production facility.  

Instagram: @dandysartisanicecream

Growth & 
Expansion
Award
Sponsored by

PFM Capital Inc.
The Achievement for Business Excellence Award for 
Growth & Expansion is given to a business that has made 
significant changes in their business, such as investment or 
job creation that has resulted in growth or expansion. 

9 Mile Legacy Brewing
Saskatoon
9 Mile Legacy Brewing was founded in 2015 in Saskatoon, 
brewing only 100L of beer at a time. The brewery developed 
its flagship nanobrewery and taproom, which has become 
a mainstay of the Riversdale experience in Saskatoon. 
Before the pandemic, 9 Mile Legacy had planned a third 
expansion. Despite the significant project delays and 
financial uncertainties that were synonymous with the 
pandemic, 9 Mile Legacy Brewing launched its second 
facility in November 2020 – increasing its capacity tenfold 
and expanding distribution across the province.

Instagram: @9milelegacy

Avana
Regina
Avana, a purpose-led real estate enterprise, was founded in 
Regina in 2014. The women-led business has nearly $200 
million in assets under management and was ranked No. 
10 on the Canadian Business and Maclean’s 2020 Growth 
List of Canada’s Top 500 fastest-growing companies. As the 
demand for affordable housing in Canada grows, Regina-
based Avana is well poised to fill the much-needed gap in 
creating attainable, safe, quality housing and has significant 
expansion plans across Canada consisting of 100% purpose-
built affordable housing.  

Instagram: @avana.builds

North Country Massage & Medi Spa
Prince Albert
North Country Massage & Medi Spa began as a massage 
and small aesthetics business in Prince Albert employing 
a total of five staff. Through hard work and a laser focus 
on customer service, the company has experienced 
significant growth. In 2017, the business purchased and 
renovated a property in Prince Albert and expanded 
their service offerings. Today, North Country has grown 
its team to include four massage therapists, one student 
therapist, four aestheticians, two RNs and one doctor to 
provide injectables, one medical director, and a full-time 
receptionist. 

Facebook: @NorthCountryMediSpa
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Marketing Award
Sponsored by

Xplornet Enterprise 
Solutions
The Achievement for Business Excellence Award for Marketing is 
awarded to a business that demonstrates and has implemented a 
successful marketing strategy that has performed exceptionally 
well. The judging process evaluates the success of a marketing 
strategy, giving consideration to the nature of the product and 
the relative size of the business.

Belong Lifestyle
Saskatoon
Belong Lifestyle, an apparel store in Saskatoon, was founded 
on the belief that every individual deserves apparel that is 
comfortable, current, and creative. Belong Lifestyle’s relational 
marketing strategy focuses on serving its community first, and 
selling clothing second, by focusing on body positivity, education 
around styling and body types, and showcasing and facilitating 
the empowerment of local women. Word-of-mouth marketing 
and intentional community building through visual marketing 
campaigns on social media and hosting weekly podcasts have 
created an authentic community of likeminded women. Belong 
Lifestyle strives for representation of real women and its 
immersive marketing plan successfully illustrates this vision. 

Instagram: @belonglifestyle

Curbie Cars
Saskatoon
Curbie Cars is Canada’s first fully licensed online vehicle retailer. 
Based in Saskatoon, Curbie’s digital advertising strategy, which 
inlcudes remarketing tactics through Google Display, dynamic 
Google Search ads, and reaching their audience through a 
variety of online channels, has created significant success for the 
online vehicle retailer and has made it possible for consumers to 
easily shop in a convenient and transparent online environment 
without hidden fees, commissioned salespeople, or stressful 
sales negotiations. In addition to digital marketing, they have 
also incorporated community-based events, outreach, and 
charitable programs to help build their awareness. Now serving 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Manitoba, Curbie Cars offers 
Canadians a better way to buy a car.

Instagram: @curbiecars

Dandy’s Artisan Ice Cream
Saskatoon
Opened in 2019, Dandy’s Artisan Ice Cream creates handcrafted 
ice cream using local ingredients one batch at a time in Regina. 
As a new business venture, Dandy’s has provided world class 
ice cream and desserts not previously offered in Regina and has 
utilized a modern marketing strategy to experience an exponential 
amount of growth. Through consistently posting high quality 
content on social media, word of mouth, targeted digital ads, a 
well-established Google and Google review online presence, and 
most importantly, its high-quality artisan ice cream, Dandy’s is 
the Queen City’s destination ice cream parlour.

Instagram: @dandysartisanicecream

New Venture 
Award
Sponsored by

Saskatchewan Ministry 
of Trade & Export 
Development
The Achievement for Business Excellence Award for New 
Venture goes to a venture that has been in existence for three 
years or less. Nominees are judged on financial criteria as 
well as the nature of the new venture and its impact on job 
creation and market expansion, while taking into account 
the relative size of the new venture.

Brew Ninja
Regina
Brew Ninja, based in Regina, provides software that 
streamlines and simplifies operations for breweries, cideries, 
and everything in-between. Brew Ninja helps track inventory, 
accounting, sales, and reporting and compliance, allowing its 
clients to focus on making great products. Over the course 
of just a few years, Brew Ninja has grown its client base by 
600% and now employs 10 full time staff. Furthermore, its 
software facilitates and supports market growth for Canadian 
businesses and was the first brewery management software 
based in Canada and thus has found clients across Canada. 

Facebook: @brewninjaapp

Curbie Cars
Saskatoon
Curbie Cars is Canada’s first fully-licensed online vehicle 
retailer. Curbie’s proprietary innovative platform includes 
advanced pricing technology that analyzes the fluctuating 
used vehicle market to calculate the fluctuating a fair market 
value, prices fluctuate based on market prices and buyers can 
take advantage of the most up to date pricing. Curbie Cars has 
made it possible for consumers to easily shop in a convenient 
and transparent online environment without hidden fees, 
commissioned sales people or stressful sales negotiations. 
Now serving Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Manitoba, Curbie 
Cars offers Canadians a better way to buy a car. 

Instagram: @curbiecars

Limitless Gear Clothing
Prince Albert
Limitless Gear Clothing is an inspirational clothing brand that 
began when Cody Demerais started selling t-shirts out of the 
back of a vehicle in Prince Albert. After three years of hard 
work and determination, Limitless Gear successfully evolved 
into a brick-and-mortar retail location and was incorporated 
in 2019. When the store had to close due to COVID-19, 
the company adapted by hand delivering online orders to 
customers. Limitless Gear Clothing has continued to expand, 
offering a full line of apparel products, an online motivation 
course, and motivational speaking services designed to help 
others follow their dreams, goals and ambitions. 

Facebook: @LimitlessGearClothing
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   Business of the Year Award
           Sponsored by

         David Aplin Group
Selected out of all of the ABEX finalists, the Achievement for Business Excellence Award for Business of the Year is awarded to a 
business demonstrating exceptional performance. The judging process considers the relative size of the business, as well as any 

particular conditions affecting the business. An excellent performance in profitability, growth, stability, and an investment strategy 
determines the final winner.

2020 
Dutch Growers Regina

2019 
Industrial Machine & Mfg. Inc.

2018 
Industrial Machine & Mfg. Inc.

2017 
CAA Saskatchewan 

2016 
Hillberg & Berk 

2015 
Minard’s Leisure World

2014 
Yorkton Plumbing & Heating

2013 
Diamonds of Detroit 

& 
Alliance Energy

2012 
Alliance Grain Traders

2011 
Magna Electric

2010 
Jay’s Moving and Storage Ltd.

2009 
North Ridge Development  

Corporation

2008 
The Mosaic Company

2007 
Partners In Motion

2006 
Eagle Drilling Service

2005 
VCom Inc.

2004 
Saskcan Pulse Trading Inc.

2003 
Bioriginal Food & Science  

Corporation

2002 
Nexans Canada Inc.

2001 
Doepker Industries Ltd. 

2000 
Weyerhaeuser Saskatchewan Ltd. 

1999 
Superior Millwork Ltd.

1998 
Cover-All Business Systems

1997 
WaveCom Electronics Inc.

1996 
Software 2000 Inc.

1995 
Cameco Corporation

1994 
Thomson Meats Ltd.

1993 
Brandt Industries Ltd.

1992 
Spar Group Ltd.

1991 
Great Western Brewing  

Company Limited

1990 
N. Yanke Transfer Ltd.

1989 
Doepker Industries Ltd.

1988 
Weyerhauser Canada Ltd.,  

Saskatchewan Division

1987 
Humboldt Flour Mills

1986 
Intercontinental Packers Limited

1985 
North Canada Air Ltd. (Norcanair)

1984 
Develcon Electronics
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Special Thanks
There are many people and organizations 
who have invested their considerable 
time and talents into making the 2021 
ABEX Awards a memorable event.

Thank you to the 2021 ABEX presenting 
sponsor, Conexus Credit Union and 
all of the ABEX sponsors. It is only with 
your support that this celebration of 
Saskatchewan business excellence is 
possible.

We would like to acknowledge Falynn 
Baptiste, and thank her for her rendition 
of O Canada. Falynn was raised in Red 
Pheasant First Nation, and now lives and 
works in Saskatoon as a teacher.

Prosperity Warehousing and 
Delivery will be transporting the life-size 
ABEX trophy to the Business of the Year. 
Thank you for the support!

Finally, congratulations to all the 2021 
ABEX finalists for achieving business 
excellence!

Do  you know of a company that deserves 
to be nominated for an ABEX Award in 
2022? 

Visit saskchamber.com to nominate them.
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