
Celebrating 100 Years

Priorities for Canada’s Next Parliament from 
the Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce



The past 18 months have been exceptionally difficult on the Canadian people and our economy. 
Provincial and federal government support programs sustained the business community throughout this 
trying time and that support has been very much appreciated. However, the reality is that in order to fund 
these investments, the Saskatchewan and Canadian economy must begin to grow at a considerably 
faster pace than pre-pandemic periods. It is our firm belief that we have the businesses, the products, 
and the initiative to make this happen if we work as one Canada. We will prosper and use that prosperity 
to build strength for the next generation.

The Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce’s priorities for Canada’s next parliament are focused on the 
needs of the Saskatchewan business community, but we fully acknowledge the priorities as laid out by 
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. The Canadian Chamber’s broad policy recommendations will 
serve business and our communities well if they are adopted by the next federal government.

Saskatchewan’s Priorities

• Continue to focus on and support the medical care, rapid testing, and especially the full and easy 
vaccine access required to take us forward in a post-COVID world.

• Review and continue, as needed, support programs for business: including reducing interest costs 
on existing program supports, such as loans to business, to allow those same businesses to direct 
their resources to growth.

• Create a pan-Canadian working group of business, governments, and medical experts to review ac-
tions taken, programs delivered and outcomes during the pandemic so that a report can be compiled, 
and action plans implemented to better prepare Canada for the future.

Step One: Ensuring COVID Is Behind Us All

Step Two: Committing to Growth

• Commit to returning to pre-pandemic debt-to-GDP ratio levels within five years.

• Continue support for digitalization of SMEs while increasing cyber security awareness and programs 
to offset an anticipated increase in cybercrime.

• Enhance the funding and accelerate the timeframes for social and economic supports for Indigenous 
communities and businesses fully embracing the spirit and direction of the Truth and Reconciliation 
report. 

• Work with the provinces to ensure pre-K to post-secondary training institutions are well equipped 
and appropriately funded for the ever-changing delivery methods and curriculum needs of our post-
pandemic economy.

• Create a national roundtable of federal, provincial, and Indigenous governments and business 
representatives with a mandate to create an effective, measurable national plan that recognizes 
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jurisdictional uniqueness to create a Canada-wide low carbon climate action plan.

• Commit to having funding parity for all federal regional economic development agencies.

• Develop partnerships with business and provinces to create enhanced market access and trade 
agreements with key countries beyond the USA and China, where incremental trade potential can be 
demonstrated.

• Continue the funding for the Protein Industries Canada Super Cluster.

• Continue to focus on and support immigration processes that have provincial agency expertise and 
fully integrated labour market demands while meeting the social and community realities of all of 
Canada.

• Accelerate the investment in internet broadband private and public partnerships so that parity exists 
in terms of access and price in all Canadian businesses and homes. 

• Continue to support provincial led childcare programs to help reduce challenges for Canadian 
families of all sizes and in all areas. 

Step Three: Preparing for Success

• Establish a Royal Commission to conduct a review of the current tax system and make 
recommendations based on the principles of fairness, efficiency, transparency, neutrality, and 
enhancing business competitiveness with a mandate to have recommendations complete and 
program changes in place within five years.

• Review all government processes and regulations that impact business and make changes to 
improve effectiveness, measurability, and reduced turnaround time for processes.

Summary

There is much work to be done to accelerate growth and ensure we as a country capture the full benefits 
of that growth. We must develop a focused and effective strategy to sustainably grow or else the 
challenges ahead will exceed the ones we saw in 2020/21. Canada can win and will again at home and 
globally. Canada can and will be successful but not as a series of independent interests of businesses 
and provinces. We came together to deal with the largest challenge of our generation, and we must stay 
together to get past it.
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