
 

 

June 1, 2020 
 
The Honourable Scott Moe  
Premier of Saskatchewan          
Room 226, 2405 Legislative Drive  
Regina, SK S4S 0B3 
 
RE: Work with Canada to Improve the CECRA Rent Subsidy Program  
 
Dear Premier Moe,  
 
On behalf of the members of the Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce (SCC) and its broader 
network of 10,000 individual businesses, industry groups, and local Chambers, thank you again for 
your collaboration with and support for the Saskatchewan business community during the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

It is important that governments at all levels continue to respond to changing conditions and adapt 
as they roll out emergency supports in a timely fashion. Today is June 1st, a day when small and 
medium-sized businesses urgently need your help addressing their commercial rent obligations.  

Rent is one of the most significant fixed costs for small and medium-sized businesses. According to 
the April 2020 Canadian Survey on Business Conditions, only 17% of Saskatchewan businesses that 
pay rent, have secured a deferral on commercial rent.  

Many small and medium-sized businesses that were required to close their brick and mortar locations 
to fight the spread of COVID-19 have generated little to no revenue for longer than two months. It 
will take time for them to recover once they partially or fully reopen. In the meantime, bills like 
commercial rent payments continue to add up.  

Chambers of Commerce and businesses across Saskatchewan were encouraged by the 
announcement of a joint federal-provincial-territorial program to provide much-needed commercial 
rent relief. However, since the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) 
announcement, Chambers have collectively heard from their members that the program will not 
provide the support needed without significant improvement.  

There are two main concerns with the program. The first concern has to do with the fact that 
commercial landlords may choose not to participate in this complicated program or have already 
advised tenants that they will not be participating. The second concern is around eligibility criteria 
requiring that commercial tenants demonstrate at least a 70% decline in pre-COVID-19 revenues. 
This threshold is much higher than the 30% threshold found under the Canada Emergency Wage 
Subsidy (CEWS) and will result in many businesses being unable to qualify for rent assistance.   

To prevent widespread evictions and bankruptcies, we urge you to give small and medium-sized 
businesses a lifeline during the implementation of the CECRA program. We are calling on the 
Province to: 
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1. Work with the federal government and provincial/territorial governments to address the 
two key issues with the CECRA program; landlord reluctance to participate in the 
program, and the 70% decline in pre-COVID-19 revenue threshold.  
 

2. Put in place a temporary moratorium on commercial evictions at the provincial level for 
commercial tenants who were in good standing with their landlords prior to March 1, 
2020, until improvements to the CECRA program are implemented. 

With your help, Saskatchewan businesses have a chance survive COVID-19. Without it, a large 
segment of Saskatchewan’s economy may not survive this crisis.  

Once again, I thank you for your attention to this important matter, and the Province’s efforts in 
fighting COVID-19. We would be pleased to discuss with you the recommendations made herein.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Monica Kreuger  

Chair of the Board 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce    
 
 

Cc:  

Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors  

 
 
 
 
 


