


After two decades in a state of suspended
animation, the province’s 85 boards of
trade decided 1945 was an “opportune
time” for the association to resurrect itself.

Just as there were many factors that led to
the dissolution of the Saskatchewan
Association of Boards of Trade in 1925,
there were many reasons why the
province’s boards of trade decided to give it
another go 20 years later.

First, the Depression and the Second World
War were finally over and business owners,
who had struggled through the economic
devastation of the 1930s and the war
economy of the 1940s, were looking
forward to a return to normalcy. 

After years of war rationing and a decade
of drought and deprivation during the Dirty
Thirties, there was pent-up demand for
consumer goods, new housing and vehicles,
as thousands of servicemen were coming
home and going back to work.

Also, during those two decades, the
economy of the province was changing
from a predominately agricultural producer
of grains and livestock to a more diverse
industrial and resource-based economy. 

As University of Saskatchewan economist
Peter Phillips noted in The Encyclopedia of
Saskatchewan: “By 1929, Saskatchewan
had a vibrant developing economy,’’ but
one focused on primary and secondary
production of agricultural commodities.

Economic development followed a decision
in 1930 by the federal government to
transfer ownership and control of the land
and its resources to the provincial
government. Further development resumed
after World War II with the discovery of rich
natural resource deposits below the ground
and the growth of export markets for these
products. 

Another event would have an even more
galvanizing effect on Saskatchewan’s
business class: the election of the Co-
operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF)
on June 15, 1944. 

Old Standard Motors Building 1950s
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ISSUES OF THE DAY:
•   Urge the Co-operative 
    Commonwealth Federation 
    government to define its policy 
    on the status of free enterprise 
    in the province

•   Construction of irrigation projects 
    including the South Saskatchewan
    River Irrigation Scheme

•   Diversifying the farming industry

•   Government-owned revenue 
    producing enterprises to be 
    subject to municipal taxes

•   Advocating for a 44 hour work 
    week

•   Advocating against a 30% 
    increase in freight-rates

•   Approving Daylight Saving Time

•   Uniform closing hours for retail 
    businesses

•   Natural gas distribution

•   Highways

•   Tourist accommodation 



Canadian newspapers expressed
“amazement and alarm” and warned of a
pull-out of capital and divestment by
industry, while U.S. publications saw the
nefarious hand of Moscow behind the
election of the first avowedly socialist
government on the continent.

Closer to home, the province’s business
community was concerned, even fearful,
that the CCF would implement the party’s
Regina Manifesto of 1933, which stated
boldly that: “No CCF government will rest
content until it has eradicated capitalism
and put into operation the full programme
of socialized planning.” 

So not long after the election of Premier T.C.
(Tommy) Douglas, the fiery Scottish Baptist
minister from Weyburn, plans were afoot to
awaken the Saskatchewan Association of
Boards of Trade from its self-imposed
hibernation.

The Council of the Boards of Trade, which
represented the 85 or so boards of trade
that still existed in the province, met in the
latter part of 1944. The meeting was held to
“draft plans for the bringing together of the
boards of trade in the southern part of the

province … to prepare the way for the
formation of an association of boards of
trade in the province,’’ said Alex Aitken,
commissioner of the Regina Board of Trade,
in a letter dated Dec. 15, 1944 to R.L.
Christopherson, a Regina businessman 
and board member. Christopherson would
later become the reborn association’s first
president.

Aitken, one of the prime movers behind the
plan to resurrect the Saskatchewan
Association of Boards of Trade, wrote to
boards of trade across the province, as well
as the Canadian Chamber of Commerce
(CCC), to help get the fledgling association
off the ground.

The long-time secretary treasurer of the
Regina Board of Trade sought
commitments of participation from other
boards and financial assistance from the
CCC. He also sought support for a
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Top left: SABT executives met with
Saskatchewan cabinet on December 12, 1958

Top right: Natural Resources 
Minister Phelps 

“The election of a
‘socialist’ government in
Saskatchewan created
considerable interest in
Canada and the U.S.,’’
according to historian and
first president of the
University of Regina, John
Archer, in Saskatchewan, 
A History. 



resolution from the new association asking
the CCF government to clarify its position
on “free enterprise.’’

“We are under the impression, rightly or
wrongly, that the likelihood of new
businesses establishing in Saskatchewan is
considerably lessened by the statements
which appear from time to time from
members of the provincial government
detrimental to private business, commonly
referred to as free enterprise,’’ Aitken said in
a letter dated March  22, 1945.

Aitken was referring to a story in the
previous day’s edition of The Regina Leader-
Post, which quoted Joseph Phelps, Minister
of Natural Resources and Industrial
Development, as saying that “free
enterprise was as dead as a dodo.’’ 

Phelps, MLA for Saltcoats, member of the
Saskatchewan Grain Growers Association 
at age 17, and early supporter of the CCF,
was responsible for several government-
owned or Crown corporations, including
Saskatchewan Clay Products,
Saskatchewan Leather Products and
Saskatchewan Wool Products. 

Phelps’s inflammatory rhetoric and some 
ill-advised actions by the CCF government
in its early years gave rise to fears of
government takeover and control over
large swaths of the economy, including
telephones, transportation, natural gas 
and electricity, and timber, fish and 
fur marketing.

“The Douglas government, meanwhile, was
struggling to accommodate philosophy to
practical politics,’’ Archer said in
Saskatchewan, A History.

“Very early after assuming power the CCF
government ventured into new fields of
government enterprises and attempted
new techniques of management and
control. Mistakes and hasty decisions were
made,’’ Archer said. 

The business community, which had
complacently assumed continued rule by
the Liberal Party that had governed the
province for all but five of the past 40 years,
was in a state of shock. 

But the boards of trade, particularly in
Regina and Saskatoon, soon rallied to the
cause of saving free enterprise from the
“socialists’’ in the CCF government and
began planning the resurrection of the
Saskatchewan Associated Boards of Trade.

As Gordon Cook, commissioner of the
Prince Albert Board of Trade, told Aitken in
a letter March 16, 1945: “It is the general
feeling here that to really be effective there
should be an associated boards of trade
organized for Saskatchewan. Both
Manitoba and Alberta have such an
organization and seem to be getting
reasonably good results.’’

Less than unanimous support, however,
was expressed for the proposal by Aitken
and MacEachern to demand the

government issue a definitive statement
regarding its position on “free enterprise.’’
Cook said the P.A. board was prepared to
support the proposal, “but believe it would
not be a good time to approach the
government during this session, with so
many private members around to argue
the point.’’ 

Similarly, Gerry O’Shaughnessy,
commissioner of the Moose Jaw Board of
Trade, said the members preferred to
approach the government “by means of a
delegation, rather than presenting a brief.’’ 

O’Shaughnessy added the association
should be able to provide “concrete
evidence to present to the government of
the doubts that exist today in the minds of
businessmen as to whether it would be wise
for outside capital to invest in the province
at the present time.’’

On April 14, 1945, Aitken issued a letter to
the 85 boards of trade asserting the
proposition that: “There should be an
Association of Boards of Trade in
Saskatchewan.’’

“There appears to be a need to get
together to discuss common problems, to
get ideas from what the other fellow is
doing, and to express a united voice on
certain provincial and national questions,”
Aitken added.

So two meetings were held -- one in Regina
on May 15-16 for the southern boards of
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trade and one in Saskatoon on May 17-18
for the northern boards.

Accordingly, about 30 delegates from the
southern boards of trade gathered under
the banner of the Saskatchewan Board of
Trade Conference, and heard speeches on
Post War Reconstruction in Saskatchewan
by J.H. Sturdy, the CCF’s Minister of
Reconstruction; Freedom of Enterprise and
Boards of Trade by W.J. Sheridan, economic
development manager, Canadian Chamber
of Commerce; and Saskatchewan Highways
by J.T. Douglas, minister of highways.

On the second day of the convention, the
delegates in Regina passed the following
resolution: “That the Saskatchewan
Associated Boards of Trade request the
provincial government to define its policy
with respect to the status of free enterprise
(as contrasted with government enterprise)
in the economy of this province.’’

For their part, the southern delegates left
no doubt as to their position, resolving:
“That this Conference of Boards of Trade go
on record as favouring freedom of
enterprise as basic and essential to the
development of the province of
Saskatchewan, and the preservation of
democratic liberty of action, individual
initiative, success and happiness.’’ 

But the defining act of the conference was
the resolution that called upon the CCF
government “to define its policy on the
status of free enterprise in the province,’’

according to a story in the May 17, 1945
edition of The Regina Leader-Post. 

The story noted that Premier Douglas and
other cabinet members have previously
stated “that there is a place for private
enterprise,’’ but others, notably Natural
Resources Minister Phelps, have inveighed
against private business.

While the 31 boards of trade that met in
Regina clearly supported the resolution
requesting the CCF government issue a
statement clarifying the status of private
enterprise in the economy, the northern
delegates at the meeting in Saskatoon 
did not.

Highway Minister J.T. Douglas told
Saskatoon meeting delegates that the
government was “surprised’’ by the
resolution, noting that its position on the
role of private enterprise in the economy
was well known, according to The
Saskatoon Star.

Moreover, Douglas said the comments
suggesting that the CCF government was
against private enterprise were “part and
parcel of a nationwide campaign to
undermine the Saskatchewan
Government,’’ the Star said.

“If you pass this resolution, you will be
lending yourselves to an organization 
that aims deliberately to undermine the
people’s government of Saskatchewan,’’ 
he warned delegates.

One delegate agreed with Douglas that
comments from Eastern Canadian “big
shots’’ that the CCF government was
against private enterprise were unfounded.
“This resolution brings in politics,’’ said A.T.
Turner, a delegate from Watrous. 
“The government is not interfering in
private enterprise.’’

Another northern delegate, R.M. Mitchell of
Nipawin, urged the delegates to neither
“justify or condemn’’ the government. “If
Regina and the southern people who met in
Regina were so foolish as to pass such a
resolution, we in the north should be
governed by our own consciences,’’ 
Mitchell said.

While some delegates argued the
resolution was simply seeking information
and clarification, most northern delegates
believed the resolution was an unnecessary
provocation of the government, which 
was still very popular in many parts of 
the province.

While the northern and southern delegates
disagreed on the resolution regarding the
government’s position on private enterprise,
they could agree on one thing. The
delegates voted unanimously in favour of
forming the Saskatchewan Associated
Boards of Trade to “promote agricultural,
commercial, industrial, financial and
general interests of the province and the
development of its natural resources.’’
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As for the contentious issue of the attitude
of the CCF government towards business,
the newly formed Saskatchewan Associated
Boards of Trade got support from the
editorial page of The Regina Leader-Post.
“(I)t is not so much what the government
has undertaken in the way of industrial and
commercial development which is causing
concern in business circles as it is the
drastic powers which the government has
armed itself to go into or take over almost
any kind of business at any time.’’

The editorial cited, once again, Natural
Resources Minister Phelps, who told a
nominating meeting in Melville: “I have the
power and I’m going to use that power on
your behalf. Some of those fellows who talk
about how much power I’ve got are going
to find out.’’

“It is little wonder in the face of such
threatening and dictatorial declarations as

this that the business people of
Saskatchewan as represented by the
southern district boards of trade want the
government to issue some definite
statement of policy,” the editorial said.

This would not be the last time the
association would clash with the CCF
government, as the 1940s and ‘50s saw
more government incursions into the
economy.

However, over the years, the association
came to grudgingly respect Premier
Douglas and some of his less doctrinaire
ministers, as they met on a regular basis in
private meetings at the Legislative Building
and at annual meetings of the association. 

So it was with considerable pride that R.L.
Christopherson, the first president of the
newly formed Saskatchewan Associated

Boards of Trade, announced at the 
annual meeting in Regina June 7, 1946, 
that the organization had “celebrated its
first birthday.’’

However, Christopherson had a warning for
delegates. “This organization is not the first
of its kind to operate in Saskatchewan.
Some years ago, there was a very live and
efficient Association of Boards of Trade of
the province.”

While the earlier group had achieved some
success, “that splendid organization was
wrecked on the shoals of regional
controversy,’’ Christopherson said. He
exhorted his fellow members to “guard
against regionalism’’ and “keep our eye on
the larger field at all times.’’

Accordingly, delegates threw their support
behind resolutions calling for the
construction of “irrigation projects
throughout the province for the purpose of
diversifying the farm industry and bringing
about a more stable industrial and
agricultural economy to our province,’’ and
“wholeheartedly endorse the South
Saskatchewan River Irrigation Scheme as
proposed by the PFRA (Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Administration).’’

In addition, delegates supported an
executive committee motion to have
“government-owned revenue producing
enterprises to be subject to municipal taxes
on the same basis as privately owned
revenue producing enterprises.’’ 
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Top left: Executive Council Meeting in 
Watrous June 27, 1956

Top right: R.L. Christopherson, 
SABT President 1945-46



With the election of a new president, J.S.
Woodward of Saskatoon, the association
embarked on a new chapter, which would
see the continued battles with the Douglas
government, but also progress in achieving
many, if not all, of the association’s
objectives.

Among those issues debated at the 1947
annual meeting were the proposed 44-hour
work week, a proposed 30 per cent increase
in freight rates, province-wide Daylight
Saving Time (adopted), and uniform closing
hours for retail business (defeated).

Accordingly, the delegates resolved that the
federal government should provide financial
assistance to the cash-strapped provincial
government to build “at least two east-west

hard-surfaced highways’’ through the
province.

Delegates also discussed renaming the
association the Saskatchewan Chamber of
Commerce. Moose Jaw Board of Trade
commissioner O’Shaughnessy pointed out
the phrase board of trade was a
“misnomer’’ as it was the British term for a
trade department or ministry. However, no
action was taken on the proposal.  

In 1948, the provincial government rejected
the association’s resolution to bring in DST
province-wide, as Provincial Secretary O.W.
Valleau said it would not be practical in
Saskatchewan. 

At the June 29, 1948 AGM, delegates also
debated the merits of the association
belonging to the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce (CCC), adding that the provincial
association should reflect the views of the
Saskatchewan boards of trade to the
national body. To that end, delegates
approved a motion for the association to
become a member of the CCC and request
that the national body establish a field
service office in the province. Resolutions
calling for federal assistance for highways
and a freight rate inquiry, among others,
were also passed.

In a news bulletin dated Dec. 14, 1948,
Woodward reported that the association
was continuing to press the government to
encourage more private investment in the
province. “It was pointed out to the Premier

that Saskatchewan seems to be missing the
boat in contrast with the neighbouring
province of Alberta in the development of
its natural resources.’’

While oil companies were spending millions
of dollars on exploration and development
in Alberta, similar resources remain hidden
in Saskatchewan. “Our big fear is that this
present period of exploration may pass with
Saskatchewan having received no benefit,’’
Woodward said.

On Feb. 19, 1949, Premier Douglas finally
responded to president Woodward’s
accusation that Saskatchewan was
“missing the boat’’ in terms of natural
resource development.

“(I)t is not the government’s intention to
socialise the Saskatchewan oil industry,’’
Douglas said in a letter to the association 
in December, 1949. “The Saskatchewan
government does not anticipate that it 
will be financially capable of investing 
large sums in the development or
production of its mineral resources in the
very near future.’’

Douglas skillfully dodged the issue of 
why Alberta was first out of the gate with 
oil discoveries in Leduc and Turner Valley,
noting that very little exploration had 
been done in Saskatchewan in the
preceding decades, well before his
government took office.

But he confidently predicted that “this
province will take its place among the

Swift Current Theatre
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Highways were a perpetual
bone of contention, as the
province had only eight per
cent of the country’s
population but 30 per cent 
of its public highways.
Woodward noted that
construction of 100 miles 
of highway cost about $12
million a year, while the
province was currently
spending only $3 million.



states and provinces in North America as a
leading producer of petroleum products.’’ 

In a similar vein, Woodward remarked in a
news bulletin dated Oct. 24, 1949, that
Saskatchewan was also falling behind its
western neighbour in developing its water
resource through irrigation projects. 
“Saskatchewan needs irrigation. There is no
doubt about that,’’ Woodward said. “The
thing that is hard to understand is why
Saskatchewan is only getting conscious of
this fact when Alberta was in the irrigation
business 50 years ago.’’

The new decade of the ‘50s saw slow, but
steady, growth of boards of trade and
chambers of commerce, which numbered
48 paid up members by early 1950.  
There was grumbling about the slow pace
of development of the South Saskatchewan
River project, which was cheekily referred to
in a news bulletin item headlined, Will the
South Saskatchewan Be Dammed? 

At the annual meeting in July, 1950,
outgoing president Woodward said he was
optimistic (overly optimistic, as it turned out)
that construction on the large irrigation
dam would start before the next annual
meeting. Lawrence L. Ball of Yorkton was
elected SABT president at the conclusion of
the AGM.

The provincial sales tax was also increased
by one percentage point to cover the rising
cost of hospitalization, which was now
covered by the CCF government. The SABT

had advocated against the CCF’s healthcare
reforms in the past and felt that any sales
tax increases would not sit very well with
merchants who would pass costs on to the
consumer. However, the SABT preferred this
taxation strategy as it had the merit of
taxing directly.

In his year-end remarks, chamber president
Ball looked back on an eventful half century
filled with war and depression, but also
economic and population growth, and
looked forward to the next half. “(T)he role
which boards of trade and chambers of
commerce, will be called upon to play in the
drama which is about to unfold before us,
may well challenge all of our energy,
initiative and imagination. To survive we will

need to be alert and willing to meet this
challenge.”

In 1951, the SABT was planning to work
closely with the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce. Specifically, the CCC would
establish a field service department located
in Regina. Under this arrangement, the field
service man would act as secretary of the
association with the SABT liable for
miscellaneous expenses only.

At the annual meeting in Saskatoon on April
30, 1952, Harry Boyce of Regina, proprietor
of the Queen’s Hotel and past-president of
the Regina Board of Trade, was elected
president.

As a result of the impending integration
with the CCC, the association moved to
rename itself the Saskatchewan Board of
Trade (SBT), in addition to other
constitutional changes.

The association also commended the
Douglas government for announcing 
in its throne speech that revenue-producing
government businesses would pay
municipal property taxes. This marked
another successful lobbying effort by the
fledgling Saskatchewan Board of Trade.

In July, 1952, Herbert (Herb) Purdy, was
announced as the incoming manager of the
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in the
province and the new executive secretary of
the Saskatchewan Board of Trade. 
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There certainly was
growing influence of the
provincial association in
getting business issues on
the provincial
government’s agenda.
While there was not always
agreement, there was at
least dialogue and
consultation, pointing to an
improved relationship
between the business
community and the CCF
government. 

Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce 
Incoporated in 1959 Certificate



A Regina native with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in agriculture from the
U of S, Purdy worked for seven years at the
federal experimental farm in Swift Current
before serving with the Royal Canadian
Artillery during the Second World War. 

No stranger to the chamber movement,
Purdy served as the CCC’s prairie region
representative from 1946 to 1949, based in
Regina, and regional representative for
Manitoba and Northern Ontario, out of 
CCC head office in Toronto, for another
three years.

Later that year, a fresh batch of resolutions,
including the one commending the
government for making government
businesses taxable, was conveyed to the
provincial cabinet by the executive
committee.

“It was felt that this meeting should pave
the way for further contacts with the
Saskatchewan government and was an
excellent step forward toward the
establishment of satisfactory liaison with
the Saskatchewan Board of Trade and the
government of Saskatchewan,’’ Purdy said
in the executive committee report.

It was a far cry from the contentious, even
confrontational, relationship between the
newly formed association and the newly
elected CCF government just seven years
earlier. However, it didn’t change the fact
the two groups had fundamental

disagreements about the role of private
enterprise and government in the economy.
In his final address to the SBT’s annual
meeting in Saskatoon on June 12, 1953,
outgoing president Boyce looked back on
“the most prosperous year in many 
respects ever experienced in this province,’’
citing record economic growth, “a
tremendous wheat crop’’ and increased
production of minerals, forestry and
manufactured products.

“But,’’ Boyce added, “most, if not all, of this
progress is a product of private enterprise, a
system that has been so much maligned in
this province. I am gratified by the great
strides we are making economically in
Saskatchewan, but I am disappointed in 
the failure of the businessman to stand 
up for the system that has made these
strides possible…’’

The SBT also received a setback with the
release of the South Saskatchewan River
Development Commission report, which
expressed doubts about the benefits of the
massive irrigation, electricity production and
water conservation project. The project
included a proposed dam near Outlook –
the largest earth fill dam in the world -- that
would create a huge lake 140 miles (225
km) long.

The royal commission experts put the cost
of the project at $250 million, while the
PFRA estimated $105 million. “Both can’t
be right,’’ Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent
told a delegation in Ottawa on May 4, 1953.

“We must get the correct figures and we
must be convinced that the project is good
for the whole country before we will
approve it,’’ St. Laurent told the delegation,
which included SBT representatives. 

However, it would take the election of 
the Progressive Conservatives under its
Saskatchewan-based leader John G.
Diefenbaker, to give the project the go-
ahead in 1958 at a cost of $196 million,
including $96 million for the Gardiner Dam,
named for former Liberal cabinet minister
and former Saskatchewan premier 
Jimmy Gardiner.

On Sept. 30, 1953, the executive council,
including new president F.J. Workman of
Moose Jaw, met with the Douglas cabinet
at the executive council chamber at the
Legislative Building to discuss the
resolutions passed at the annual meeting 
in June.

Resolutions dealing with natural gas
distribution, highways, and tourist
accommodation were deemed acceptable
by members of the Douglas cabinet. Still,
the SBT and the Douglas government
would continue to clash over the proper
role of the government in the economy.
This became clear at the SBT’s 1953 annual
meeting. “The Saskatchewan Board of
Trade opposes the theory that the
government should operate all or most of
the instruments of production and
distribution, since such activities by 
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government lead to waste, political
opportunism, more direction by central
authority, loss of individual freedom and
responsibility and, in the extreme, from
direction of the economy to dictatorship in
all matters.’’ 

While relations with the Douglas
government were generally cordial, there
were some testy exchanges at some of the
meetings between the SBT’s executive
council and the provincial cabinet.

For example, when resolutions from the
annual meeting were presented to cabinet
Dec. 19, 1955, one admittedly “highly
controversial” resolution regarding the
Trade Union Act, which called for
government-supervised strike votes, seemed
to stick in Douglas’s craw.

According to Purdy’s confidential report of
that meeting, Douglas stated “that he

could not understand why business
organizations, such as the chamber of
commerce, should be concerned with the
internal operation of a union.’’ 

Douglas went on to say that “government
would not consider applying regulations to
unions that are not applied to other
organizations,’’ like publicly traded
companies. Or boards of trade, he might
have added.

At the annual meeting in Melfort on Oct. 3,
1956, J.D. (Clare) Thacker of Regina became
the SBT president. Resolutions were passed
on the South Saskatchewan River Dam
project, welcome signs on highways,
roadside picnic areas, bituminous highways
and care of the mentally ill, among others.

When the resolutions were presented to
cabinet on Dec. 10, 1956, the mood had
improved considerably from the previous

year. “These resolutions had been received
by the government in a very cordial manner
and each resolution was discussed fully,’’
said the minutes of the executive
committee meeting.

The Premier thanked the SBT for its
continued support of the dam project and
credited the CCC for giving recognition to
the South Saskatchewan River dam as a
national project. 

“The executive secretary reported that in 
his opinion this was the best hearing we
have had with the provincial cabinet and
that it indicated real progress in our
relations with the government of
Saskatchewan,’’ according the minutes of
the meeting with cabinet.

Indeed, the late 1950s probably stand as a
high-water mark for relations between the
SBT and the Douglas government:
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Top: Trip with the Department of 
Mineral Resources to Anglo-Rouyn mine 
in Lac La Ronge, 1956

Below: Anglo-Rouyn mine at 
Lac La Ronge, 1956

Opposite top: Anglo-Rouyn mine at 
Lac La Ronge, 1956

Opposite bottom: Party embarking for 
Anglo-Rouyn mine near Lac La Ronge, 1956



“The views of the Saskatchewan board of
trade were regarded with the respect and
consideration which they deserved,’’ said
president Thacker at the AGM in Swift
Current on October 23, 1957.

The proposed name change to the
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce was
debated and passed at the 1957 annual
meeting

At the annual meeting held Oct. 22 -23,
1958, in North Battleford, Thacker, who was
elected to a second term in Swift Current,
reported that the chamber had finally
achieved its goal of having 100 members –
101 to be exact – in 1958.

One milestone achievement in 1958 was
the signing of an agreement between the
province and the newly elected federal
Progressive Conservative government to

proceed with development of the South
Saskatchewan River project.

With R. L. (Ralph) Bamford of Moose Jaw
elected president for 1959-60, replacing
Thacker, the chamber held its annual
meeting in Estevan on Oct. 8-9, 1959.
Bamford also reported good relations 
with the Douglas government, with the
exception of the chamber’s position on
public tender for mineral rights on Crown
land. 

The low-water mark in the chamber’s
relations with the CCF and the beginnings
of a right-ward shift in the political direction
of the province began when the
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce
would side with the province’s medical
doctors and oppose the imposition of
“socialized medicine’’ or Medicare by the
CCF government in 1962.
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